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NOTES

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION This publication presents summary statistics on deaths registered in Australia where the
underlying cause of death was determined to be suicide. These statistics were compiled
from data made available to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) by the Registrar of
Births, Deaths and Marriages in each State or Territory. Data are presented for suicide
deaths registered in the years 1993 to 2003, by sex and age group and method of suicide.
State and territory death rates from suicide are also presented.

ABBREVIATIONS ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics
ICD International Classification of Diseases
ICD-10 International Classification of Diseases 10th Revision
ICD-9 International Classification of Diseases, 9th Revision
WHO World Health Organization

Dennis Trewin

Australian Statistician
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS
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INTRODUCTION Suicide continues to be a major public health issue. Although death by suicide is a
relatively uncommon event (in 2003, 1.7% of all deaths registered were attributed to
suicide), the human and economic costs are substantial. Suicide can be defined as the
deliberate taking of one's life'. To be classified as a suicide a death must be recognised as
being due to other than natural causes. It must also be established by coronial enquiry
that the death resulted from a deliberate act of the deceased with the intention of ending

his or her own life.

This publication contains summary statistics on deaths registered in Australia between
1993 and 2003 (the latest year for which data are available), where the underlying cause
of death was determined as suicide. Data on deaths from suicide are presented
disaggregated by sex, age, method of suicide and state or territory of usual residence. All
data are presented by year of registration, rather than the year in which the death
occurred. Most suicide deaths are registered in the same year in which the death

occurred, or the year immediately following.

Changes in suicide numbers from year to year may be influenced by adminstrative
processes involved in the coding of deaths. For example, where coronial investigations
are not complete at the time of coding of causes of death, the intent is coded as
accidental, and hence the death will not be counted as suicide. Some delays experienced
in processing deaths for the 2003 registration year may have resulted in decreased
numbers of registered deaths due to suicide. At least part of the decrease in numbers

and rates for suicide in 2003 shown in this publication may be attributed to these factors.

OVERALL TRENDS There were 2213 deaths from suicide registered in 2003. This number was a slight

decrease from 2320 registered in the previous year.

Age standardisation allows comparison of rates between populations with different age
structures. The age-standardised suicide rate (for persons) in 2003 was 6% lower than
the corresponding rate for the previous year and 24% lower than the peak for the period
1993-2003, which occurred in 1997.

For males, in many age groups, there was a decline in age-specific suicide rates following
peaks in the years 1997 and 1998. The age-standardised suicide rate for total males (17.7
per 100,000) in 2003 was lower than in any year in the previous decade (1993-2002).

Similarly for females, there were declines in rates for some age groups over this period
and the age-standardised suicide rate for total females (4.7 per 100,000) in 2003 was the

lowest since 1994.

Throughout the period 1993 to 2003 the male age-standardised suicide death rate was

approximately four times higher than the corresponding female rate.

1 Butterworth Concise Australian Legal Dictionary, 1997
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS continued
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OVERALL TRENDS continued AGE-STANDARDISED DEATH RATES FOR SUICIDE

Rate(a)
—— Males -5
Females
/_J\/\ L 20
F15
10
F5
-0
T T T T T T T T T T 1
1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003

Year of regjstration

(a) Age-standardised rate per 100,000. Standardised to the estimated resident population
at 30 June 2001.

Number of deaths When considering numbers of suicide deaths by age and sex in 1993 and 2003, it is clear
that most suicide deaths occurred in males aged between 20 and 49 years. Changes in
the age and sex distribution of suicide deaths over this period were evident (see graph

below). Numbers of suicide deaths by age and sex for each year are presented in Table 1.

SUICIDE, NUMBER OF DEATHS, 1993 AND 2003

no.
_ — Males 1993
250 —— Males 2003
Females 1993
200 - - - - Females 2003
150 -
100 A
50 I TNl
0 -
T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
15-19 25-29 35-39 45-49 55-59 65-69 75 and over
Age group (years)
Age-specific rates The highest age-specific suicide death rate for both males and females in 2003 was

observed in the 30-34 years age group (30.1 per 100,000 for males and 9.1 per 100,000 for
females).

The lowest age-specific suicide death rate for males in 2003 was observed in the 15-19
years age group (12.7 per 100,000). For females low rates occurred in the 75 years and

over age group and in the 15-24 years age group.

Rates for 1993 are also presented in the graph below for comparison. See also Table2
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS continued
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Age-specific rates AGE-SPECIFIC SUICIDE RATES 1993 AND 2003
continued zgt?(a) —— Males 1993
—— Males 2003
Females 1993
- - - Females 2003
30+
20+
10 1 e ~
O B T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
1519 25-29 35-39 45-49 55-59 6569 75 and over
Age group (years)
(a) Rate per 100,000 estimated resident population.
SELECTED AGE GROUPS The following section presents summary statistics for both males and females in selected

age groups. In addition, graphs of selected age-specific rates are included to show trends
over 1993-2003.

Age-specific rates are also presented in Tables 2 and 3. It is important to note that small
numbers of suicide deaths in specific age and sex groups contribute to fluctuations in

age-specific suicide death rates from year to year.

15-19 years age group = In this age group, in 2003, suicide accounted for a total of 113 registered deaths,
corresponding to age-specific rates of 12.7 for males, 3.6 for females and 8.3 per
100,000 for persons. This rate (for persons) was lower in 2003 than for any year in
the previous decade (1993-2002).
= Suicide accounted for 19.9% of total male deaths and 13.1% of total female deaths

registered in this age group, in 2003.

20-24 years age group = In this age group, in 2003, suicide accounted for a total of 187 registered deaths,
corresponding to age-specific rates of 23.3 for males, 3.7 for females and 13.7 per
100,000 for persons. This rate (for persons) was lower in 2003 than the
corresponding rate for any year in the previous decade.
= Suicide accounted for 26.1% of total male deaths and 11.6% of total female deaths

registered in this age group, in 2003.
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS continued
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20-24 years age group AGE-SPECIFIC SUICIDE RATES
. Rat
continued — Males 20-24 years @ _e(5a())
—— Males 15-19 years
Females 15-19 years
- - - Females 20-24 years | 40
30
/\/\f_\ 20
. e 10
-0
T T T T T T T T T T 1
1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003
Year of registration
(a) Rate per 100,000 estimated resident population.
25-34 years age group = In this age group, in 2003, suicide accounted for a total of 518 registered deaths,

corresponding to age-specific rates of 28.3 for males, 7.7 for females and 18.0 per
100,000 for persons.
= Suicide accounted for 27.2% of total male deaths and 17.6% of total female deaths

registered in this age group, in 2003.

35-44 years age group = In this age group, in 2003, suicide accounted for a total of 483 registered deaths,
corresponding to age-specific rates of 25.6 for males, 6.8 for females and 16.1 per
100,000 for persons.
= Suicide accounted for 16.5% of total male deaths and 8% of total female deaths

registered in this age group, in 2003.

AGE-SPECIFIC SUICIDE RATES

Rate(a)
— Males 25-34 years ~50

—— Males 35-44 years
Females 25-34 years
- - - Females 35-44 years 40
///\/—\ 30
20
_____________________ e 10
-0
1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003
Year of regjstration
(a) Rate per 100,000 estimated resident population.
45-54 years age group = In this age group, in 2003, suicide accounted for a total of 392 registered deaths,

corresponding to age-specific rates of 22.1 for males, 6.8 for females and 14.4 per
100,000 for persons.
= Suicide accounted for 7.4% of total male deaths and 3.7% of total female deaths

registered in this age group, in 2003.
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS continued
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55-64 years age group

65-74 years age group

75 years and over age

group

= In this age group, in 2003, suicide accounted for a total of 213 registered deaths,
corresponding to age-specific rates of 15.0 for males, 5.9 for females and 10.5 per
100,000 for persons. This rate (for persons) was lower in 2003 than the
corresponding rate for any year in the previous decade (1993-2002).

= Suicide accounted for 2% of total male deaths and 1.3% of total female deaths

registered in this age group, in 2003.

AGE-SPECIFIC SUICIDE RATES

Rate(a)
—— Males 45-54 years ~50
—— Males 55-64 years
Females 45-54 years
- - - Females 55-64 years 40
30
e— /\N
20
10
-0
1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003

Year of regjstration
(a) Rate per 100,000 estimated resident population.

= In this age group, in 2003, suicide accounted for a total of 161 registered deaths,
corresponding to age-specific rates of 19.4 for males, 4.7 for females and 11.9 per
100,000 for persons.

= Suicide accounted for less than 1% of total deaths registered in this age group, for

both males and females, in 2003.

= In this age group, in 2003, suicide accounted for a total of 132 registered deaths,
corresponding to age-specific rates of 22.9 for males, 3.2 for females and 11.1 per
100,000 for persons. This rate (for persons) was lower in 2003 than for any year in
the previous decade (1993-2002).

= Suicide accounted for less than 1% of total deaths registered in this age group, for

both males and females, in 2003.

AGE-SPECIFIC SUICIDE RATES

Rate(a)
—— Males 75 years & over ~50

—— Males 65-74 years
Females 65-74 years

- - - Females 75 years & over 40
30
_—_\/'/‘\—"\/\/ k20
) 10

-0

1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003

Year of regjstration
(a) Rate per 100,000 estimated resident population.
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS continued
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METHOD OF SUICIDE In 2003 the most common method of suicide was hanging, which was used in almost half
(45%) of all suicide deaths. The next most used methods were poisoning by 'other’
(including motor vehicle exhaust) (19%), Other (15%), poisoning by drugs (13%), and
methods using firearms (9%). This distribution was consistent with that of the previous
few years. However, over the decade strong trends were apparent such as the increase in
the use of hanging, and a decrease in methods using firearms. See Table 4 for data on

broad groupings of method of suicide.

STATE AND TERRITORY Suicide rates in states and territories may fluctuate over time particularly in the smaller
jurisdictions because of the small number of suicides that may be registered annually.
Therefore caution should be exercised when comparing annual state and territory
suicide data (see Table 5). Other factors such as the ratio of urban to rural areas may also
explain some of the differences across states and territories given the higher rates of
suicide in rural areas. In addition, in the Northern Territory, the high rate of suicide in

the Indigenous population contributes to the high rate of suicide in that jurisdiction.

Combining data for five years allows more reliable comparison of suicide rates across the
states and territories. The following graph shows age-standardised suicide rates for the
states and territories using the most recent five years of data (1999-2003) combined.
Indirect standardisation (see glossary) was used to control for age and sex differences,
allowing more valid comparisons across the states and territories. For this period, high
rates were evident in the Northern Territory (77% above the national rate), followed by
Tasmania (18% above the national rate) and Queensland (15% above the national rate).
New South Wales, Victoria and the ACT all had rates lower than the national rate (see
Table 5).

SUICIDE BY STATE AND TERRITORY 1999-2003, Standardised
rates(a)

Rate(a)

25+

20+
15 1
104

54

04

T T T T T T T T T
NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
(a) Rate per 100,000. Age-and-sex-standardised using the indirect method (see gossary).

OTHER ABS Other ABS publications or articles that contain information on deaths from suicide are as
PUBLICATIONS follows:
Publications: Causes of Death, Australia (cat. no. 3303.0) - annual

Deaths, Australia (cat. no. 3302.0) - annual

Suicides 1921-1998 (cat. no. 3309.0)
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS continued

Publications: continued A Mortality Atlas of Australia (cat. no. 3318.0)

Trends in Mortality by Causes of Death in Australia, the States and Territories During

1971-92, and in Statistical Divisions and Sub-divisions During 1991-92 (cat. no. 3313.0)

Articles: Suicide (Australian Social Trends 2000, cat. no. 4102.0)

Youth suicide (Australian Social Trends 1994, cat. no. 4102.0)
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1 SUICIDE, NUMBER OF DEATHS, 5 year age groups
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AGE GROUP (YEARS)

75 and All
Year(a) 15-19  20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44  45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 over  ages(b)
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MALES
1993 111 234 200 206 152 134 154 93 84 86 74 61 94 1687
1994 122 252 205 209 174 180 150 120 91 82 76 65 100 1830
1995 98 252 236 239 220 162 154 116 108 69 63 54 96 1873
1996 114 237 236 229 234 179 151 115 93 88 68 68 112 1931
1997 121 295 294 246 215 216 153 141 97 80 e 69 131 2143
1998 116 248 314 277 273 206 167 147 88 75 87 49 97 2 150
1999 97 212 272 235 224 203 165 147 102 74 63 e 121 2 002
2000 89 174 235 240 234 210 152 139 80 66 56 64 113 1 860
2001 95 181 226 260 240 207 171 140 101 74 63 64 107 1935
2002 97 164 214 229 222 209 159 143 84 74 64 51 103 1817
2003 89 162 180 227 185 196 187 112 88 66 63 65 109 1736
FEMALES
1993 19 36 38 40 53 27 43 28 19 18 20 19 33 394
1994 17 40 43 42 55 44 38 30 23 24 14 18 37 428
1995 29 55 49 50 50 54 48 41 31 19 23 14 32 495
1996 26 30 49 47 65 45 50 38 21 19 15 23 27 462
1997 33 60 59 56 64 58 45 51 32 24 25 22 41 577
1998 35 47 56 53 e 58 33 39 30 23 20 21 39 533
1999 27 44 55 61 48 56 57 40 20 22 17 12 23 490
2000 41 34 57 49 67 65 34 33 29 22 20 21 30 503
2001 25 38 55 53 65 53 49 57 28 20 13 20 38 519
2002 27 29 47 56 48 74 51 43 35 21 15 15 38 503
2003 24 25 41 70 57 45 57 36 37 22 20 13 23 477
PERSONS

1993 130 270 238 246 205 161 197 121 103 104 94 80 127 2081
1994 139 292 248 251 229 224 188 150 114 106 90 83 137 2 258
1995 127 307 285 289 270 216 202 157 139 88 86 68 128 2 368
1996 140 267 285 276 299 224 201 153 114 107 83 91 139 2 393
1997 154 355 353 302 279 274 198 192 129 104 102 91 172 2720
1998 151 295 370 330 350 264 200 186 118 98 107 70 136 2 683
1999 124 256 327 296 272 259 222 187 122 96 80 89 144 2 492
2000 130 208 292 289 301 275 186 172 109 88 76 85 143 2 363
2001 120 219 281 313 305 260 220 197 129 94 76 84 145 2 454
2002 124 193 261 285 270 283 210 186 119 95 79 66 141 2 320
2003 113 187 221 297 242 241 244 148 125 88 83 78 132 2213
(@) Year of registration. (b) Includes deaths of persons aged under 15 years and age not stated.
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SUICIDE, AGE-SPECIFIC DEATH RATES(a), 5 year age groups
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AGE GROUP (YEARS)

75 and Al

Year(b) 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 over  ages(c)
MALES
1993 16.7 32.0 29.2 28.2 22.2 20.5 25.9 20.4 21.9 24.0 22.4 24.3 30.6 19.6
1994 18.6 34.5 30.0 28.4 25.0 27.3 24.3 25.3 23.1 23.1 229 24.6 31.7 21.0
1995 15.1 34.8 34.1 32.7 30.9 24.3 24.2 23.4 26.6 19.5 18.8 20.0 29.2 21.1
1996 17.4 33.4 33.2 31.8 32.2 26.5 23.1 22.2 22.2 249 20.2 24.6 32.4 21.5
1997 18.5 42.8 40.5 34.6 29.2 31.5 23.5 25.3 22.3 22.1 22.8 24.5 36.1 23.6
1998 17.6 36.9 42.9 39.4 36.6 29.7 25.5 24.8 19.6 20.2 25.9 17.0 25.5 23.2
1999 14.6 32.1 37.3 33.5 29.8 28.8 24.9 23.9 21.7 19.2 18.9 26.1 30.4 21.6
2000 13.1 26.6 32.5 33.9 31.3 29.2 22.8 21.9 16.3 16.5 16.9 21.4 27.2 19.8
2001 13.8 27.4 32.2 35.8 32.4 28.2 25.3 21.5 19.7 17.9 18.8 21.1 24.5 20.3
2002 13.9 24.2 31.1 30.8 30.3 27.8 23.2 22.0 15.3 17.3 18.6 16.8 225 18.8
2003 12.7 23.3 26.3 30.1 25.5 25.7 26.9 17.1 15.1 15.0 17.7 21.5 229 17.7
FEMALES
1993 3.0 5.1 5.6 5.5 7.7 4.2 7.5 6.5 5.1 5.0 5.6 6.3 6.5 4.5
1994 2.7 5.6 6.3 5.7 7.9 6.7 6.4 6.6 6.0 6.7 3.9 5.7 7.1 4.8
1995 4.7 7.8 7.1 6.8 7.0 8.1 7.8 8.6 7.8 5.3 6.5 4.3 5.9 5.5
1996 4.2 4.4 6.9 6.5 8.9 6.6 7.8 7.6 5.2 5.3 4.2 7.0 4.8 5.1
1997 5.3 9.0 8.1 7.8 8.6 8.4 7.0 9.5 7.6 6.6 7.1 6.7 7.0 6.2
1998 5.6 7.2 7.6 7.5 10.2 8.3 5.0 6.8 6.9 6.2 5.7 6.3 6.4 5.6
1999 4.2 6.9 7.5 8.6 6.3 7.8 8.6 6.7 4.4 5.7 4.9 3.6 3.7 5.1
2000 6.3 5.3 7.8 6.8 8.9 8.9 5.0 5.3 6.1 5.5 5.8 6.3 4.6 5.2
2001 3.8 5.9 7.8 7.2 8.7 7.1 7.2 8.8 5.6 4.9 3.7 6.0 5.6 5.3
2002 4.1 4.4 6.8 7.4 6.5 9.7 7.4 6.6 6.5 5.0 4.2 4.5 5.5 5.0
2003 3.6 3.7 6.0 9.1 7.8 5.8 8.1 5.5 6.5 5.1 5.5 3.9 3.2 4.7
PERSONS

1993 10.0 18.7 17.4 16.8 14.9 12.4 16.9 13.6 13.6 14.5 13.7 14.4 15.5 11.9
1994 10.9 20.3 18.2 17.1 16.4 17.0 15.5 16.2 14.6 14.9 13.1 14.3 16.4 12.8
1995 10.0 21.5 20.7 19.8 19.0 16.2 16.1 16.1 17.3 12.4 12.5 11.5 14.7 13.1
1996 10.9 19.1 20.1 19.1 20.5 16.5 15.5 15.1 13.8 15.1 12.0 15.1 15.3 13.1
1997 12.0 26.1 24.3 21.2 18.8 19.9 15.3 17.5 15.1 14.3 14.8 14.9 18.1 14.7
1998 11.7 22.3 25.3 23.4 23.4 18.9 15.3 16.0 13.4 13.2 15.6 11.3 13.8 14.3
1999 9.5 19.7 22.4 21.0 18.0 18.2 16.7 15.4 13.2 12.5 11.8 14.2 14.0 13.2
2000 9.8 16.1 20.1 20.3 20.0 19.0 13.9 13.7 11.3 11.0 11.2 13.4 13.4 12.3
2001 8.9 16.8 20.0 21.3 20.4 17.6 16.2 15.1 12.8 11.4 11.1 13.2 13.0 12.6
2002 9.1 14.5 19.0 19.0 18.3 18.7 15.2 14.3 11.0 11.2 11.3 10.4 12.2 11.8
2003 8.3 13.7 16.2 19.5 16.6 15.7 17.4 11.3 10.8 10.1 11.5 12.3 11.1 11.1
(a) Deaths per 100,000 estimated resident population in each age group. (c) Age-standardised rate per 100,000. Standardised to the estimated resident
(b)  Year of registration. population at 30 June 2001. Includes deaths of persons aged under 15 and

age not stated.
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3 SUICIDE, AGE-SPECIFIC DEATH RATES(a), 10 year age groups
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AGE GROUP (YEARS)

75 and All

Year(b) 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 over  ages(c)
MALES
1993 24.7 28.7 21.4 23.5 22.9 23.3 30.6 19.6
1994 27.0 29.2 26.1 24.7 23.1 23.6 31.7 21.0
1995 25.4 33.4 27.8 23.9 23.3 19.3 29.2 211
1996 25.7 32.5 29.4 22.7 23.4 22.2 32.4 215
1997 31.0 37.6 30.3 24.3 22.2 23.6 36.1 23.6
1998 27.4 41.2 33.2 25.2 19.9 21.8 25.5 23.2
1999 23.3 35.4 29.3 24.4 20.6 22.3 30.4 21.6
2000 19.7 33.2 30.2 22.4 16.4 19.0 27.2 19.8
2001 20.4 34.0 30.3 23.4 18.9 19.9 24.5 20.3
2002 19.0 30.9 29.0 22.6 16.2 17.7 22.5 18.8
2003 18.0 28.3 25.6 22.1 15.0 19.4 22.9 17.7
FEMALES
1993 4.1 5.5 6.0 7.1 5.0 5.9 6.5 4.5
1994 4.3 6.0 7.3 6.5 6.3 4.8 7.1 4.8
1995 6.4 7.0 7.5 8.1 6.6 5.5 5.9 5.5
1996 4.3 6.7 7.8 7.7 5.2 5.6 4.8 5.1
1997 7.2 8.0 8.5 8.1 7.1 6.9 7.0 6.2
1998 6.4 7.6 9.3 5.9 6.6 6.0 6.4 5.6
1999 5.6 8.0 7.1 7.7 5.0 4.3 3.7 5.1
2000 5.8 7.3 8.9 5.2 5.9 6.0 4.6 5.2
2001 4.8 7.5 7.9 8.0 5.3 4.8 5.6 5.3
2002 4.3 7.1 8.1 7.0 5.9 4.4 5.5 5.0
2003 3.7 7.7 6.8 6.8 5.9 4.7 3.2 4.7
PERSONS

1993 14.6 171 13.7 15.4 14.0 14.0 15.5 11.9
1994 15.9 17.6 16.7 15.8 14.7 13.6 16.4 12.8
1995 16.1 20.2 17.6 16.1 15.0 12.0 14.7 13.1
1996 15.2 19.6 18.6 15.3 14.4 13.4 15.3 13.1
1997 19.3 22.8 19.3 16.3 14.7 14.8 18.1 14.7
1998 171 24.3 21.2 15.6 13.3 13.6 13.8 14.3
1999 14.6 21.7 18.1 16.1 12.9 12.9 14.0 13.2
2000 12.9 20.2 19.5 13.8 11.2 12.3 13.4 12.3
2001 12.8 20.7 19.0 15.7 12.2 12.1 13.0 12.6
2002 11.8 19.0 18.5 14.8 11.1 10.8 12.2 11.8
2003 11.0 18.0 16.1 14.4 10.5 11.9 111 11.1

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000606000000000

(a) Deaths per 100,000 estimated resident population in each age group.

(b)  Year of registration.

(c) Age-standardised rate per 100,000. Standardised to the estimated resident population at 30
June 2001. Includes deaths of persons aged under 15 and age not stated.
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SUICIDE BY METHOD (a), number of deaths
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Poisoning
Year (b) by drugs
1993 135
1994 188
1995 194
1996 163
1997 160
1998 157
1999 158
2000 144
2001 151
2002 156
2003 148
1993 127
1994 142
1995 154
1996 165
1997 149
1998 153
1999 120
2000 129
2001 134
2002 131
2003 130
1993 262
1994 330
1995 348
1996 328
1997 309
1998 310
1999 278
2000 273
2001 285
2002 287
2003 278

ee00cccccce

eecccccscce

Hanging(d)  Firearms(e) Other(f) Total
MALES
507 418 232 1687
532 400 285 1830
585 366 273 1873
672 369 241 1931
812 309 307 2143
1035 218 241 2 150
868 257 227 2002
807 213 224 1860
855 242 260 1935
846 207 246 1817
820 185 243 1736
FEMALES
88 17 95 394
107 20 87 428
114 23 103 495
120 15 68 462
175 21 116 577
182 17 94 533
160 13 94 490
182 10 80 503
195 20 84 519
199 11 85 503
176 9 87 477
PERSONS
595 435 327 2081
639 420 372 2 258
699 389 376 2368
792 384 309 2393
987 330 423 2720
1217 235 335 2683
1028 270 321 2 492
989 223 304 2363
1050 262 344 2 454
1045 218 331 2320
996 194 330 2213

© 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000OCOCOCE®

(a)
(b)
(c)

See glossary for ICD-9 and ICD-10 codes used for categories of method of suicide.

Year of regjstration.

Includes poisoning by other gases and vapours (including motor vehicle exhaust).

Includes strangulation and suffocation.

Includes explosives.

Includes drowning, smoke/fire/flames, sharp object, jumping from high place, jumping or lying before
moving object, other and unspecified means.
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5 SUICIDE BY STATE OR TERRITORY (a), number of deaths, SMR and ISDR

® © 0 0.0 00060000 00000000 00000 00000 000 00000000 000000000000 00000 0000000000000 0 00 0 000

Year (b) NSW vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT  Aust.
MALES
1993 567 403 305 132 173 67 17 23 1687
1994 629 401 365 140 188 63 np np 1830
1995 593 439 396 161 179 51 np np 1873
1996 660 388 451 153 171 54 28 26 1931
1997 712 528 434 161 206 40 33 29 2143
1998 705 446 454 199 234 49 np np 2150
1999 689 440 396 155 192 68 27 35 2002
2000 588 382 421 161 206 40 37 25 1860
2001 613 412 406 168 212 51 39 34 1935
2002 552 386 431 140 188 54 44 22 1817
2003 510 409 371 154 167 54 np np 1736
FEMALES
1993 136 94 62 34 43 16 5 4 394
1994 152 110 90 29 29 7 np  np 428
1995 172 127 99 39 39 15 np  np 495
1996 155 112 88 32 47 10 7 11 462
1997 222 141 101 35 49 11 5 13 577
1998 157 133 125 45 53 10 np np 533
1999 180 112 84 45 44 10 5 10 490
2000 142 129 120 38 55 10 5 4 503
2001 172 129 03 39 57 13 4 12 519
2002 140 142 106 30 54 16 11 4 503
2003 130 131 95 39 50 15 np np 477
PERSONS
1993 703 497 367 166 216 83 22 27 2081
1994 781 511 455 169 217 70 19 36 2258
1995 765 566 495 200 218 66 23 34 2368
1996 815 500 539 185 218 64 35 37 2393
1997 934 669 535 196 255 51 38 42 2720
1998 862 579 579 244 287 59 42 31 2683
1999 869 552 480 200 236 78 32 45 2492
2000 730 511 541 199 261 50 42 29 2363
2001 785 541 499 207 269 64 43 46 2454
2002 692 528 537 170 242 70 55 26 2320
2003 640 540 466 193 226 69 44 35 2213

© 00000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000S0

PERSONS: SMR(c)
1999-2003 0.93 0.91 1.15 1.04 106 118 1.77 0.92 1.00

© 00000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O0SEL

PERSONS: ISDR(d)
1999-2003 11.3 11.1 14.0 127 13.0 14.4 217 11.2 12.2

np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise
indicated
State or Territory of usual residence.

)

(b)  Year of registration.
(c) Standardised mortality ratio (see glossary).
(d) Indirect standardised death rate (see glossary).
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GLOSSARY
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Age-specific death rate Age-specific death rates are the number of deaths registered (or occurred) during the
calendar year at a specified age per 100,000 of the estimated resident population of the
same age at mid-point of the year (30 June).

Causes of death Causes of death recorded on death certificates are those diseases, morbid conditions, or
injuries which either resulted in or contributed to death. From the information provided
on the death certificates an underlying cause of death is coded according to the rules
and guidelines of that particular revision of the International Classification of Diseases.

Crude death rate The crude death rate is the number of deaths registered during the calendar year per
1,000 estimated resident population at 30 June.

Death Death refers to any death which occurs in, or en route to Australia and is registered with
a State or Territory Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages.

Estimated resident population Estimated resident population (ERP) data are estimates of the Australian population
obtained by adding to the estimated resident population at the beginning of each period
the components of natural increase (on a usual residence basis) and net overseas
migration.

Method of suicide In this publication, suicide deaths data for registration years 1993-1996 have been coded
to ICD-9 while data for registration years 1997-2003 have been coded to ICD-10. For
suicide deaths, ICD-9 and ICD-10 classifications are comparable. Codes for groupings of
methods used in this publication are shown below.

METHOD OF SUICIDE

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

ICD-9 codes ICD-10 codes

Poisoning by drugs E950.0 - E950.5 X60 - X64
Poisoning by 'other'(a) E950.6 - E952.9 X65 - X69
Hanging, strangulation, and

suffocation E953 X70
Firearms and explosives E955 X72 - X75
Other(b) E954, E956 - E959 X71, X76 - X84
All suicides E950 - E959 X60 - X84

®eccee00000000000000000000000000000000000000000

(@) includes motor vehicle exhaust
(b) includes drowning, smoke/fire/flames, sharp object, jumping from high
place, jumping or lying before moving object, other and unspecified

Suicide Suicide refers to the deliberate taking of one's life*. To be classified as a suicide a death
must be recognised as due to other than natural causes and established by a coronial
inquiry that death results from a deliberate act of the deceased with the intention of
taking his or her own life.

Standardised death rate Standardised death rates enable the comparison of death rates between populations with
different age structures by relating them to a standard population. The ABS standard
populations relate to the years ending in 1 (e.g. 2001). The current standard population
is all persons in the 2001 Australian population. They are expressed per 100,000 persons.

There are two methods of calculating standardised death rates:

= The direct method — this is used when the populations under study are large and the
age-specific death rates are reliable. It is the overall death rate that would have
prevailed in the standard population if it had experienced at each age the death rates
of the population under study; and

2 Butterworth Concise Australian Legal dictionary, 1997
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GLOSSARY continued
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Standardised death rate = The indirect method — this is used when the populations under study are small and
continued the age-specific death rates are unreliable or not known. It is an adjustment to the
crude death rate of the standard population to account for the variation between the
actual number of deaths in the population under study and the number of deaths
which would have occurred if the population under study had experienced the
age-specific death rates of the standard population.

Standardised rates in this publication:

= Five year age groups (0-4, 5-9, ... 85 & over) were used in the calculation of
standardised rates, and a small number of records where age at death was not stated
were excluded.

m For direct standardised rates the standard population used was the Estimated
Resident Population (ERP) for Australia at June 2001.

= For age-and-sex standardised rates using the indirect method, expected deaths were
calculated by applying suicide rates for Australian males and females by 5 year age
groups for the period 1999-2003 to the estimated populations for States and
Territories for June 2001 (the mid-point of the period 1999-2003).

Standardised mortality ratio The ratio of the actual number of deaths in the population under study and the number
(SMR) of deaths which would have occurred if the population under study had experienced the
age-specific death rates of the standard population (see also standardised death rate, the
indirect method).

Undetermined intent Possible suicides where the coroner concludes an ‘open’ finding and not explicitly
suicide are excluded from analysis in this publication. See explanatory notes in Suicides
1921-1998 (ABS cat. no. 3309.0) for further explanation of deaths of undetermined
intent.

Underlying Cause of Death The underlying cause of death is the disease or injury which the doctor (or coroner)
reported on the death certificate as being the cause that initiated the train of events
leading directly to death, or the circumstances of the accident, or violence which
produced the fatal injury.

Year of Occurrence Data presented on year of occurrence basis relate to the date the death occurred.

Year of Registration Data presented on year of registration basis relate to the date the death was registered.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION . . .

INTERNET www.abs.gov.au the ABS web site is the best place to
start for access to summary data from our latest
publications, information about the ABS, advice about
upcoming releases, our catalogue, and Australia Now—a
statistical profile.

LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public and
tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your nearest library
to determine whether it has the ABS statistics you require,
or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

CPI INFOLINE For current and historical Consumer Price Index data, call
1902 981 074 (call cost 77¢ per minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance of
Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly Earnings,
Estimated Resident Population and the Consumer Price
Index call 1900 986 400 (call cost 77¢ per minute).

INFORMATION SERVICE

Data already published that can be provided within five
minutes will be free of charge. Our information consultants
can also help you to access the full range of ABS
information—ABS user pays services can be tailored to
your needs, time frame and budget. Publications may be
purchased. Specialists are on hand to help you with
analytical or methodological advice.

PHONE 1300 135 070

EMAIL client.services@abs.gov.au

FAX 1300 135 211

POST Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001

WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE?

ABS subscription services provide regular, convenient and
prompt deliveries of selected ABS publications and
products as they are released. Email delivery of monthly
and quarterly publications is available.

PHONE 1300 366 323

EMAIL subscriptions@abs.gov.au

FAX (03) 9615 7848

POST Subscription Services, ABS, GPO Box 2796Y,

Melbourne Vic 3001
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